
Attributes Chart
(Used to study attributes of 
characters, settings, plot, etc.)

CLARISA

protagonist

female

teen

has a 
boyfriend

student

leader

intelligent

beautiful



Attributes Chart



Double Bubble Chart
(Used like a Venn Diagram, to compare and 
contrast)

JUAREZ 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL

MY 
SCHOOL

eighth 
grade

gym

lockers

use cell 
phones in 
restroom

poor 
neighborhood

middle class 
neighborhood

many gang 
members

I have not 
seen gangs

on a busy 
street

in a quiet 
neighborhood

detention 
room is full

no detention 
during school



Double Bubble Chart
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Cycle Chart
(Used to show flow of plot or 
sequence of events)

Chapter 1

Surprise 
Attack

Clarisa and Israel 
come out of the 
small 
convenience 
store.

Some unknown 
boys rob the 
store. Clarisa 
and Israel watch 
while hiding 
across the street.

The unknowns 
throw rocks at 
Clarisa and 
Israel. Israel cuts 
his hand on 
some glass.

Clarisa and Israel 
run back into the 
neighborhood. 
They get to 
Israel’s 
apartment. Israel 
goes to sleep. 
Clarisa leaves.



1

2

3

4

Cycle Chart



Cause

Cause

Cause

Effect

Effect

Effect

Cause & Effect Chart
(Shows relationship between cause and 
effect)

Event

Israel fights 
Number 34 and 
his rival gang.

The rival gang threw rocks at 
Israel and Clarisa the night 
that the store was robbed.

The rival gang disrespected 
Clarisa.

The rival gang was claming 
the same territory as the 
Gangstas.

Violence exists and is 
condoned as a means of 
protection.

There continues to be 
instability in the 
neighborhood.

The relationship between 
Clarisa and Israel is strained.



Cause

Cause

Cause

Effect

Effect

Effect

Cause & Effect Chart

Event



Character or Event Description Chart
(Used to provide more detailed descriptions of major events in a story)

CLARISA 
DECIDES 
TO SKIP 
SCHOOL

OUTSIDE OF THE 
STORE

ON THE BUS

AT THE MALLAT ABEL’S HOUSE

meet Abel

get 
money

go to bus stop

questioned by 
an old woman

lie

ride to 
the mall

go to 
different 
stores

eat 
lunch

chased by 
police

Clarisa 
grossed 
out

argue

attacked by 
rival gang



Character or Event Description Chart



Character or Event Description Chart
(Used to answer basic questions about characters, events, etc.)

Topic:

Who…

When…

Why… What…

How… Where…

INTRODUCTION 
OF 

CHARACTERS

MARIBEL

Got in trouble at 
school.

Science class.

Yesterday

She put earthworms 
from her experiment 
down a boy’s pants.

The boy kept 
bothering her.



Character or Event Description Chart

Topic:

Who…

When…

Why… What…

How… Where…



Tree Chart
(Can be used to organize and 
describe characters, plot, events, 
settings, etc.)

Eighth grade included

Some kids like it, 
some don’t

Best teacher is Mr. 
Rodriguez

Busy at class change

Long and flat

No sidewalks

Dangerous

Busy with traffic

Low-income

Mixed in with 
businesses

Full of residents

Some along busy 
streets

Inner-city

CLARISA’S 
NEIGHBORHOOD

Juarez Middle 
School

Streets Apartments and 
Homes



Tree Chart
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Evidence Chart
(Used for judgments, inferences, and showing text 
evidence)

Position:

Reason 1 Reason 2 Reason 3

Israel is actually a good person.

He helps 
people.

He is 
responsible.

He likes 
children.

He always is 
at Sanchez 
Apartment.

He protects 
Clarisa and 
Maribel.

He meets 
up with his 
cousin at 
the store.

He takes 
care of 
himself 
alone at his 
apartment.

He walks 
Clarisa and 
Maribel to 
school daily.

He carries 
Juanito to 
Tia Maria’s 
house.

He let’s 
Juanito play 
with his 
important 
necklace.



Evidence Chart

Position:

Reason 1 Reason 2 Reason 3


